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Aho-Girl 

\'ah6,g0rl\ Japanese , noun. 
A clueless girl. 
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Wait, No She Didn' 

She Has Pierced the Vei 

YOUR BOOBS 
'-^1 /1 VwC OREW TOO 

YOUR BRA'S 

/ IfT 1 i/KVxJ F\ Hor THE 

X CAN fy'AI. 1/ IsOZp^ RICH! SIZE 
TOLL UmA^Xj ANYMORE// 

LOOKING KlJr 31\\ 
at you// 


TOEHB? 

I HEARD \ 

WHAT 

IWANTTO WHAT ARE 

CELEBRATE /W&J N| Y0U POINO 

S (TO here?/ 

\i( jfk\^4\m W 



JS2L 

you' CLP SIZE 

ImlrvfFrxA pc you 

J WANT?/ 


V || 'AA’f 

_ r Mk 1" /' /fAK u\ 50 WHAT 

°F W|f| j i a viu S po you 

C ?H?^ Hi WANT 

N0T// m T K r ! J/n for youR 
rW j/ /,-Cx ,.^uu birthday?/ 

WOW, M | ^ /* BANANAS?/ 



/ IflPv - \ 50... 

t jjrH’jyTvJ what?/ 

of oM A o v'ou pon't 

COURSE WANT A 

I DON'T liMWU%.V ] BRASSIERE 

I... Ifi|frl\ V T/A THAT WE 

nr 11 , 1 tl^W LOVINOLY 

KJIt/ V <my J pick out 

/ ^ ! J/Xrwl for YOU?' 

if ) jy / 

huh LJUjMkLjQ 

"•? I / / , 


«W 

You are , |i 1|KI! j»t / 

such a Jap^i ; IJ WHAT 

pain... ,‘fVb^/J 1 • \ x \ WOULD 

; nukUi) 1 ill A HEAD 

'.H<r\7f ; |1 MONITOR 

; " f4-4 V....■ JVn LIKE TITS 

-kA r kV 1 \ WANT...? 

oh/ -- 



J^P /J 5K4 THAT 

U '\ X'Q JB AKUTSU-KUN 
t-nx^ LOVINGLY 

- ' 

/ ’ ^ j!SL J 

(J 1 


»«if 

/ \\\ v\ 

|]4 \W you 

' *L\ WANT A 

WHBRB'D \ \ RQA£Z- 

YOUGBTW f 

THAT \V r 1 SIBRBU 

IPBA?! jk 0 / 

ftfca_! 







































Honey Trap 


But You're a Boy 





3...BRAS 
ARB VBRY 
IMPORTANT 
TO &IRLS 

I! 














































Hardly an Exemplar of Public Decency 




60 

if you 

VON'T 

GBTMB 

ONB 

ASA 

GIFT... 





- 9 - 














































She Told the Sales Clerk Her Size 




PLEASE— 
TO PROTECT 
My HONOR/ 
I NEED yOU 
TO BUy ME A 
BRA...!! 




SOMETHING 
THAT MIGHT 
MAKE THE 
GIRL WHO 
WEARS IT ACT 
RECENT FOR 
ONCE. 
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(Today once again, we'll carry, fight, multiply and then be) 

Aho-Girl 

\'ah6,g0rl\ Japanese , noun. 

A clueless girl. 






I'M SO 
SUPER 
LOOKING 
FORWARD 
TO SUMMER 
ALREADY...// 
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It's a Little Different 





Call and No Response 
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What Is This, a Game? 
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Castoff 
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Unwitting Participation 



That's Kid(?)nappin< 
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She Went a Little Too Crazy 
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Miscellaneous Thoughts 


I HOPE... 

auttsu- 

/OJN ANOI 
CAN GROW 
CLOSER THIS 
SUMMER...!! 


















(We're messing around too much; we're children of summer) 

Aho-Girl 

\'ah6,g0rl\ Japanese , noun . 

A clueless girl. 
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Let the Emotion Take You Over 
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Such Innocence 







































GOT ONE 


Fair and Square 
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Now We're Friends 




Wait, I Got It! 
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Totally Covered 



They're Just Pretending to Like You 
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Raptures 






























(Swing your arms up, stretch as tall as you can) 

Aho-Girl 

\'ah6,g0rl\ Japanese , noun. 

A clueless girl. 
































































It's a Trap 




SE SURE YOU 
DON'T TELL 
HIM YOU GOT 
IT FROM ME, 
OKA/? 



Nothin' But a Flunky. We're Not Friends. 





WHAT'S 
MAKING 
FRIBNUS, 
COMPARBV 
TO THAT?! 

YOU BXPBCT 

BYBRYTHING 
IN UFB TO 
BBBASY?! 
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The Perfect Crime 





Fill 'Em up! A Drink to Friendship! 
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I'll Protect Him! 







WHILE HE'S 
ASLEEP, 
I'M GOING TO 
MAKE 
H/MPO 
SOMETHING 
WITH 
YOSHKO 
THATHE 
CAN'T TAKE 
BACK... 
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Goodbye. Goodbye. Goodbye. 



My Bro's in Trouble...!! 



/ 

/ 

P 

P 

e 

e 

e 

e 

a 

// 
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You've Got a Mouth, Don't You? 















(I don't give an) 

Aho-Girl 

\'ah6,g0rl\ Japanese , noun. 
A clueless girl. 

















































































































Sayaka-chan Planned This 




There's Something Disgusting about Animals... 
























































Living Example 
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My Feminine Power is 530,000 





Don't Give up! 
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Second Try 



Appreciation 




































































That's Not What She Meant 


I JUST 
WANT YOU 
TO TREAT 
HER LIKE 
THE £IRL 
SHE IS// 




Akuru Refuses to Understand 
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He Completely Refuses to Understand 















(Time for pajama) 

Aho-Girl 

\'ah6,g0rl\ Japanese , noun. 

A clueless girl. 
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They Keep Coining 
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Honesty 



Ygy, Shopping! 


'KAY, 

TIME TO 00 
SHOPPING// 



YOU 
PREFER 
SOMETHING 
MORE 
ELEOANT, 
LIKE THIS, 
RI6HT?/ 
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Laying It Out 


So Harsh! 



WHO 
C4RFS IF 
THFY'RF 
4 LITTLF 
WFIRP?/ 


j/p that's 
how you 

WANT TO BB, 
you HAVB TO 
APMIT yOU'RB 
PRBTTy WB/RO 
yOURSBLF, 
AKKUN-SANH 



I'M 

WHAT 


































Sayaka: Master Negotiator 
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Can't Let It Go 







/ \ 

AW YOU... 

O- / 1 * 

CAK SPEW 

OKAY...I / ^\ u/'/[ ) 

x^ t K/ JLAlix \ 

IT// u^BWi \M 

THE REST 
OF YOUR 
LIFE WITH 
yOSHIKO- 


CHAN... 

15 ^ 
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(A hat, a swimsuit, and) 

Aho-Girl 

\'ah6,g0rl\ Japanese , noun. 

A clueless girl. 
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That Word Is Just Barely Okay for a Shonen Manga 



We Meet Again 


^[KODAN STATION^ 

TAKING A ) mir ^ 4, H 9 

TRIP WITH 

AKUTSU- Mb 1 

)| pi —’ 

WHAT AN Ht-' m I. 

iNCRBo- u fa;gy% 4t 

/s^ Wv® EPRK'f v i)i m! 
OPPOR- If A Ilf I H p A 141 
TUNITY... t ) P|| yiln f p 

OF 

7/VF 

: TRIP, 30 

m/nutes 

BEFORE 

THE 

MEET-UP 

TIME 

iltJUW HU||| f 
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A Commonsense Decision 


It's Oil-Based Ink 
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That Pissed Her Off 



A Woman's Weapon 
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Savior 


The End of the World 


ft xO?\|r<*y N...NO/ 

OBVIOUSLY L KWS'M f THERE'S 

I'D com A pjNl 'P ' 1 STILL 15 

EARLy... l|Ewy<; MINUTES 

r) A rkM, 1 BEF0RE 

if } j SUPPOSED 

fxn \ 70meet 


SHE'S... 

so smme fA\m 

FIERCE.. f!l f*\ THIS IS 

lil\ 1 HARDLY My 

Jyfj FIRST LIFE- 

-rrx or-death 

battle, 

^ 1 L4\ CHILDREN... 

' f|T, •' 1 .jJ] J ,i v r w 



31 1 


Jiilily 

/ JC f 14mM this 
m M#y IP.^lSi ^ps 

3 i®] now// 

o / 0 M^ 

0 IfX rwiw^ 

wUj \sfK © v 3Xvv O 



wo :r 1 B - BUT 

r^ikr J t ^ t 

IM ffprafiv ^— < RUTTINO 

not// ygpPf/ \ \ sow is 
/IMP? ’ X\l AFTER you/ 

IrFivx ' I - // 


/ HYAHAHAHA!! 

X \m\*\+^ \ I WON'T 

X mvr v \ LET ANYONE 

W f 1 ELSE HAVE 

m \ ■ 1 AKkUJN'! 

MUl 



r 

(^ • ( LET'S 

w S ;'/ /Sf^Y WWiJt All CALM 

V / '■ S^% DOWN FOR 

g pP *js™ 

G fe" >"1 ' ’(/ ( 

G X' 11) To^ 

U / ‘HOl : ■ Vi's SOO^ 

7 
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Arch Villain 


Oblivious to Public Opinion 
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An Unfamiliar Problem 













(You're my sun-bathed city) 

Aho-Girl 

\'ah6,g0rl\ Japanese , noun. 

A clueless girl. 



























Just One Glance 



Allure Overdose 



YPf* 


t II J 

WHAT?.' / "1/1 

. j YOU 

N10// / , M 

VTCr TRYING 


TfZr\ to shove 

- 'A 

THOSE 

1 \$U[J GIANT 

... JCf BOOBS IN 


AKKUN'S 

/ A \) FACE?/ 



Rk Mm y ° u 

MM jffJTSuk YOU'RE SO 

i vo m 

in AWESOME 

NOT// I 

p%) » f :y ' Jf CUZ YOUR 

T KyUa boobs are 

“ Jl\y\ OIGANTIC// 
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Get the Edge 



I'm Studying, Though 


TH... (ffi > 
TH-TH- Wi 
THAT'S NOT ' f 

\ 50 

WHAT l [ft k 

|m\ you are 

MEANT,..// jjJ i M 

TRyiNO TO 

HIM 

7 TO LOOK 

at you// 

JNy 1 

41 5 


-pn 


: / /jAK 

YOU THINK 

AS A l ''TWO 

i BECAUSE 

WOMAN, //*% r"\i ’fl 

yOUVE OOT 

I FINP THAT < JxLjfl 

' OIOANTIC 

UNPOROIVE' // 

TITS, you CAN 

ABLE// r / 

. USE THEM 

l i) 

\ TO SEPUCE 

\JJ r 

1 ANy MAN you 

. _j// / 4 

i WANT...// 
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The Ace up Her Sleeve 


ASU.6H 


STOP 

THAT// 


WHATEVER 
IDIOT IDEA 
VOU'VE 
THIS TIME, 
I'M SURE 
IT WON'T 
WORK 
EITHER// 


OH... 

I DIDN'T 
THINK I'D 
HAVE TO DO 
THIS... 
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Sandy Winky 



A Runaway Idiot 


































The Only Technique He Knows 


Shame 
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Final Battle: Sleepy Seaside Village 



To be continued 















(Romance makes you put it on, love makes you) 

Aho-Girl 

\'ah6,g0rl\ Japanese , noun. 

A clueless girl. 













































































Could It Be? They're the Ones Peeping?! 




BBSIPBS, 
IPOUBT 
IT'S VERY 

cure 

ANYMORB! ! 



It Could Happen 
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Hopeless on Her Own 


im 

Ik 

JW 

1) 



. NOW I'M 

I SAIV Jig 

m.* VI 

» REALLY 

YOU 

3wK§§ ®7- i 

V CURIOUS! 

CAN'T VO 


\\ I'M &ONNA 

THAT!! |U 

In 

' \ 00 LOOK!! 





1 ^ 

in 

L: 



eM 

' ' - 






The Conversation of Naked Women 
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Sacrifice 


Fill His Heart with Love 







































It Really Is 


Doubt Me? This Is War! 



























































Happy Ending 
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Part Two 
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(Standing in opposition to the mysterious white light, I 

Aho-Girl 

\'ah6,g0rl\ Japanese , noun 
A clueless girl. 






WE PLAYBV 
AT THE 
BEACH, AW 
WE WENT IN A 
HOT SPRING... 

THIS HAS 
BEEN A GREAT 
TRIP, HUH?/ 
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Sex Appeal Isn't Going to Work 





On Different Wavelengths 










































Where Did You Learn to Do That, Ryuichi? 















































She's Got a Bathing Suit on 
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Sayaka Never Gives up 







IF BEL 

LIKE I COULD 
GET TO BE 
FRIENDS 
WITH 

SOMEONE 
WHO COULD 
DO THAT. 
































Farewell, Inn. I Return to My Faraway Home. 




How'd Your Night Go? 
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She Never Misses It 











(Warrior princess) 

Aho-Girl 

\'ah6,g0rl\ Japanese , noun. 

A clueless girl. 





























































































That Happens a Lot 



My Summer Vacation 
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Nothing We Can Do 



I Cannot Tell a Lie 
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I've Received a Sign 





Sr\ 


I WASN'T 

A NEW 

TALKIN' < 

SHOP OPENED 

to you// /ffe# .y , A 

UP THAT'S 
SUPPOSED 

TO HAVE 

THE MOST 

M-T'' r . v/ 

AMAZINO 

f } )\ 'X i 

'"A/ A*\ 'A. 

PARFAITS... 








































Said with a Straight Face 






I WOULD 
NEVER 
EXPECT THIS 
PARFAIT TO 
BE ENOUGH 
TO MAKE IT 
UP TO YOU! 


You Better Settle Down 



































All for Nothing 
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Lots of Expenses This Summer 



















(Sister) 

Aho-Girl 

\'ah6,g0rl\ Japanese , noun. 

A clueless girl. 
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There's Something Wrong with That One 
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The Eyes Are Windows 
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Sharing an Emotion 


Masterpiece 
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I Wanna Be Good 


Caught Red-Handed 
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They're Friends 
















(The Oscar goes to) 

Aho-Girl 

\'ah6,g0rl\ Japanese , noun. 

A clueless girl. 
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Conflicted 



But This Is Japan! 
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An Evil Smirk 






A Discovery 
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Man of Action 






I Know All about That 
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It Makes Sense, Really 



In All Honesty 






J fau 
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Once More unto the Breach 


COM INC- IN 
HERE AND 
ORDERING 
STUFF NO 
RESTAURANT 
CARRIES, 
WITHOUT EVEN 
LOOKING- AT 
THE MENU- 


THEN 

CAUSING A 
HUGE SCENE 
DEMANDING A 
SMILE WHEN 
yOU DIDN'T 
EVEN BUV 
ANyTHING... 






Goodbye, Sir 
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Jobs without End 




























(Run, run) 

Aho-Girl 

\'ah6,g0rl\ Japanese , noun. 

A clueless girl. 



SHE'S BACK 
A&A\K THIS 
/EAR... 


THB PAY 
OF THB 
TOWN'S 
SON 
OPORJ. 


Chapter 50. 
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I'm in Charge Here 




Real Sorry about It 
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Born to Be a Star 



She Really Appreciates It 
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We've Been Training for This 

The Girl Is Terrifying 

c'mooon/ 11 Hf f. : 

YOU GUYS I \ Ah % 11 III ill] 

AREN'T Li 

SERIOUSLY NV)XX 

TIRED OUT / m§f A \ { 

ALREADY ! // | A / D... 

ARE YOU?/ V J DAMN 


■ i ■ - 6 Q ^ d mit/ 

La' ZtyT» 1 

f/op / just 

nlt^Vi _T--—A DANCE V 

HOWEVER / 

14 i you 

KAWAI-V) ^WTff|^^3||p|| A WANT// \ 

san// 



3 -L, y j * A < NOT BY 

«k \ >* MM 

\ s/zot; 

\J^ ( '0fy^fk\ GIRL!! 

iFJ 

Altv \\rX' 

a^AZ \ ''r \ \l X milr 


/ik 11 m H ll — \/ I'LL 

HER,i 

way L - 



v /y' / 1 \ v\ \ 

•'. /fT\F'j A I\V A/ WOAH, 

(/ f\ \J l / AM W y OU GUYS 

/ f\ \N I f\i / in \ ARB BUILT! 

MMm 


^SjB^W 

f 1 ? 



(b ^x /// 

»J M) expecT?! 

\J_ VX iZcZA 


1***^ 
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All to Wow the Audience 
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NBXT 

summeR, 

we'Re 

GONNA Be 

back hbrb 

WITH A 
RANCe TO 
KNOCK YOU 
PLATON 
YOUR BUTT!! 




The End of Battle 
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(EZ Do) 

Aho-Girl 

\'ah6,g0rl\ Japanese , noun. 

A clueless girl. 



THIS IS THE 
LANDMARK 
DAY WHEN I 
ACHIEVE THE 
MASSIVE 
ACHIEVEMENT 
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y... 

yoswKo/ 

IT'S PAST 
SIX// 



. 





Something Happened 


TEN 

YEARS... 
ON RAINY 
DAYS AND 

windy days, 

I WENT NO 
MATTER 
WHAT... 
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That Won't Help 



She's Still in Pain 




I'LL // t , J 

IT'S 

Rescue /, f\K v\ 

MY OWN 

THSCAT! : \\W 

FAULT! 

you U, 

i uer you 

Keep /Vr / 

TRICK 

GOING!! 1 7V\ \ \ 

Me INTO 


TRUSTING 


YOU...!! 

/I 
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A Rash of Incidents 


Ruri-chan Is Actually a Fifth-year in Elementary School 
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You're Not Wrong 



It's Obvious Why 



BUT IT'S 
50 MUCH 
BETTER 
FOR HIM 
IF MORE 
PEOPLE 
LISTEN// 



JUST 

uks you, 
you 

HACK!!! 
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Congratulations! 




The Gleam of a Miracle 
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I'll Look You up When I Hit the Big Time 











(Run, Lola) 

Aho-Girl 

\'ah6,g0rl\ Japanese , noun. 

A clueless girl. 
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Don't Hold Back 


With a Straight Face 
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Falling Headlong 



Zero Resistance to Men 
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You Got It Bad, Sensei That's Just Your Impression 


V.4V :~7 

TUAT S 44i WERE JUST 

UJg|Y ^ LITTLE 

N 6om DE 1 BRAVER... 

JSL VOU COULD 

, (Kywmi; knock out 

KUN --- 1'Jk%j anyouy 


WW\ 

rr/ / ( WH...WHY 

Xi\H /) WOULP YOU 

NOT L|W // SAY THOSE 

h^Kltl <r THINOS TO 

WAffXl ANOLPLAPY 
SENSEI. ^ [I LIKE ME...? 



Y fe H...HEY, 

YOU'RE ( a»tWJWN 

RIOHT... 

SOMEONE rV\\^yvTA/J\ ?r,coc, 

like me \\ZVj if" a THERE/ 

coulp U/M A M 17 
never... i#V; VKV, if 

-'v'” 


\? i 

YOU'RE 28 , \ 

YOU'RE JUST ft ( \ 1 

BARELYON j L i j/\ < ... 3 .. .BUT 

THE SAFE J M W \sr .; A ANOTHER 
SiPE. iPWf/i \\ STUPENT 

,. jy , v v just 

^ 7 yfMviAir^A TOLPME 

olWkl^ai) I - // 

"JUST 

BARELY"?/ rKl l||\ f fflfflP 



^ /(I 1/ IALRBAPY 

' /! 1 A\ | y\\ a/*£ r/w 

==-. A vnK jA * PRBAMING. 

, \ Mi ' ^ ' PON'T MAKE 
r\ \V^ . / IT ANY 

^ C7 j WORSB! 


WHA?/ | d /yj c , MON> 

YOU PUMMY! 
ftf A, T( Wm \ THAT STUFF 

'Ksf—l 1 mil w / pobsn’t 

mm /mJMJ) matt ^ R!! 

m|L 

.. • S>o 




fWY/ yjx\/fl ON, YOU 

vjfAf y^y 1 j x/ R,p, £%y?, us 

(#1 liN AFTBR 

ru Yv Vi ALL - A 

J”"- / \\ / /,M \ BANANA 

™* M, ink wot* 

TRUE. .. U j </|| SWBBTBST 

\xv: . BBFORB IT 

A j GOBS BAP, 

^r*WiLl <- 7 J£ BIGHT? 

& l(' gV^KTK _- 

(# -«V i*V-y- 
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The Secret Paths of Love 



Devastated 
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With Fevered Sigh 













(Jaka jaka jan ☆ Jaka jaka jan ☆ Jaka jaka jaka jaka jan ken) 

Aho-Girl 

\'ah6,g0rl\ Japanese , noun . 

A clueless girl. 
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But She Never Told Anyone That 
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She's Positive 



Leading Questions 
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Constant Coddling 





Extremely Positive 
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What a Feat, Sayaka! 
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No, It's No Use, Sayaka 


















(All too easy to hate) 

Aho-Girl 

\'ah6,g0rl\ Japanese , noun. 

A clueless girl. 














































































Sayaka-chan Said It 
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An Impossible Conundrum 


A Crushing Blow 





1 


OKA/, 


THEN 


MAKE 

THAT'S 

yOSHIKO 

_i oKAy/ 

SMART, 

—s. I CAN 

RI£HT 

f" V M \ y po if// 

NOW. 

P wjs 

WHAT?/ . 



7 /lllll /*wr* \l 
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Get up, Akkun 



Ruri's Pushing Hard 




YOU'Re THE 

one TELLING 

ME NOT TO 
TR/ SO HARP 
STUPYINO// 







AKKUN/S 
UNABLE TO 
LEVERAGE 
HIS NORMAL 
FORCE 
AGAINST 
THIS 

UNFAMILIAR 

FOE!! 
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The Life of an Older Brother 



lim IfW- « 1 


iNlH y8 

M\l§| ^.,--=^ \ \i 

I BEG A 

i[/f|\ u J 

CHANCE TO 

mm u 0 /K 

REPAIR OUR 

§|\u 0/ 

mmm 

RELATION¬ 

SHIP!! 



Strained Negotiations 




AT LAST 
THE 

RESPONSE 

corns, 

FROM 
A LOW 
STANCE// r 






































Thank Goodness 
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He Had to Flee Next Door 
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(The love that lives on in the time that we share makes me) 

Aho-Girl 

\'ah6,g0rl\ Japanese , noun. 

A clueless girl. 
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MOVING 
MB?! 











































AFTER 
A GOOP 
WORK- 
OUT... 


THAT'S 
WHEN A 
BANANA 
TASTES 
BEST... 


,\MOOF! 



Continued in volume 4! 
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Aho-Girl 

Yah6,g0rl\ Japanese, noun. 
A clueless girl. 


The Drama of How Hiro^uKi became- a Manga-to 2 


§o I'll tnj 
ertra hard to 


...W...weU, 
that was m>( 
first tq, and 

#, 5ummapf of 
previous chapter 

win netf time... 

0 fy^\ 

l figured out 
some stuff? 

HIPOYUW's 

L.l guess? 

Jo\r 

first submission 
(a short gag manga) 
was summarily 
rejected. 























































































_ [ WhaA 

/Tyvldo >/ou] 

/ r’f) i wanna 

lC 

When 1 
was talking 
to the 
guidance 
counsellor 
about what 
l wanted 
to do after 
graduation... 

If 1 don't do A , 

something, 
rri'f dream 
of debuting 
while I'm »\ J \ 

still a hid ^ 

will die... / 1 

Anyway in oxf 
excitement, 
without expecting 
an^ pa'f-off, the 
winter of m'f 
third 'fear of high 
school arrived 
before l Knew it. 

iH 






In arxf event, 

I drew the last 
submission of 
m>( high school 
career, and once 
more tooh it to 
Toh'fo personally 


College was 
gonna be 
hard to get 
into. Or, more 
accurately 
I just didn't 
want to 
studvf. 


LA D66 
DAAA! 


0 


So I'd gone 
all that 
time without 
preparing for 
rri'f ey-ams 
at all. 




To be continued 





























































Translation Notes 


Page 22 

"A new dawn has come" 

This is the opening line to the song played during radio 
exercises. The vocal version signals that the exercises 
are about to begin, whereas a piano version without 
vocals is played during the exercise while instructions 
are given. 

"She Sounds Like Hayashi-sensei" 

Refers to a pop culture figure named Osamu Hayashi, 
who became a meme for his prep school commercials 
prioritizing kanji study with the slogan "When will you 
start? Right now, of course!" 

Page 25 

"Let's go, Cicadave!" 

In the original Japanese version of this joke, Yoshiko 
names the cicada "Semitaro "—semi being the Japanese 
word for "cicada," and "Taro" being a common Japa¬ 
nese boys' name. 

Page 28 

"Swing your arms up, stretch as tall as 
you can" 

This is part of the instructions given during the radio 
exercises. 

Page 29 

"Summer homework" 

In Japan, the school year typically begins in the first 
week of April. Therefore, unlike the United States where 
summer break traditionally marks the end of the school 
year, summer break in Japan occurs in the middle of the 
school year (usually in the second half of July). So even 
though Japanese students are free to spend their summer 
days however they like, teachers will almost always 
assign homework to keep students sharp for their return 
to school in August. 

Page 30 

"Boss lady" 

The term that was rendered here as "boss lady" is ane- 
go. Taken literally, anego is a respectful term of address 
for one's elder sister, but its more common connotation is 
as the term of address a low-ranking gangster would use 
for the boss's wife. This is appropriate given Ryuichi's 
criminal, ne'er-do-well affect. 

Page 34 

"Goodbye. Goodbye. Goodbye." 

This is the title to a song by the visual kei air-rock band 
Golden Bomber (also known as Kinbaku) about trying to 
move on from a girl who broke up with the singer, even 
though he's still in love with her. 


Page 2 

"Aggravated straight man" 

This is an explanatory gloss of the Japanese term 
"tsukkomi." The tsukkomi and boke duo are a common 
trope in manzai-style stand-up comedy routines. The 
boke, like Yoshiko, draws over-the-top and just plain 
stupid conclusions to the tsukkomi's set-ups. The tsukkomi 
tries to remain calm and reasonable during the act, but 
is invariably pushed into extreme and sometimes violent 
reactions out of his frustration. 

Page 3 

"Head Monitor" 

The head monitor's title in Japanese includes the word 
fuuki, which roughly translates to "moral order" or "disci¬ 
pline." She would not be merely checking for hall passes 
the way a hall monitor in a Western school might, and 
would be more broadly responsible for reporting any¬ 
thing in violation of the moral standards of the institution. 

"G Cup" 

Going by Japanese bra sizing conventions, the head 
monitor's "G cup" would be roughly equivalent to an 
American DDD. 

Page 12 

"Today once again, we'll carry, fight, 
multiply and then be" 

In the video game Pikmin, this line is featured as part of 
the refrain from the song "Ai no Uta" ("Song of Love"). 
The song was used in Japanese commercials for the 
game and expresses how the Pikmin feel towards the 
protagonist. In full, the refrain reads "Today once again, 
we'll carry, fight, multiply and then be consumed," quite 
thoroughly describing the role the Pikmin play. 

Page 20 

"We're messing around too much; we're 
children of summer" 

This is a refrain in the song "Summer Nude" by the 
rock group the Magokoro Brothers, released in 1995. 
The song has been covered numerous times, and has 
inspired a TV drama and a manga series. 

Page 21 

Radio exercises 

A series of light callisthenic exercises led by a radio 
broadcast. It is a nearly universal morning routine for 
school children and the elderly, and also famously 
for some Japanese businesses. As a student, Yoshiko 
receives an attendance stamp from the organizer each 
day she participates. 


Ultimate Survivor Kaiji, which is a manga series by 
Nobuyuki Fukumoto about gambling. In the scene in 
question, the owner of a store hosting illegal gambling 
in his backroom suspects the protagonist Kaiji of stealing 
from him, and tries to physically attack Kaiji. One of 
Kaiji's friends pulls him out of the building and, once 
safely outside, Kaiji engages in some posturing smack 
talk like the above. 

Page 76 

"Standing in opposition to the mysterious 
white light, I am" 

The "mysterious white light" refers to the whited-out 
anatomy in the preceding chapter. 

Page 79 

"Breaking disposable chopsticks with his 
butt" 

This is a not-uncommon trope in slapstick comedies 
(both illustrated and live action), perhaps mocking the 
overly serious trope in martial arts movies of a character 
breaking a chopstick against the throat to demonstrate 
their incredible focus and physical training. 

Page 80 

"Her battle rating is off the charts!!" 

This is another, non-specific reference to the Dragon Ball 
Z trope of battle ratings. 

Page 82 

"Farewell, Inn. I Return to My Faraway 
Home." 

This is a play on the title of the final episode of the 
second season of the JoJo's Bizarre Adventure anime, 
which continued for six more seasons. The characters 
have been through a lot... and now that they've resolved 
some problems, they can relax for a bit. But there's so 
much more waiting... 

Page 102 

"Onigiri" 

Yoshiko is asking for a traditional Japanese food of rice 
packed into a triangular shape around a salty or sour 
filling such as pickled plum, salted salmon, or roe, and 
usually wrapped in a sheet of dried seaweed. Onigiri 
are a staple pre-prepared "fast food" and are available 
in every convenience store and grocery store. But... 
sorry, Yoshiko... not in Western chain restaurants... 

Page 109 

"Bon Odori" 

Dance performed at an Obon festival, which is an 
upbeat summer festival to commemorate the spirits of 
deceased family members and ancestors. Traditions 
vary by locale, but the dance is usually performed for 


Page 36 

"I don't give an" 

This is a quote from the martial arts manga series Baki 
the Grappler, spoken by an underground kung fu master 
named Retsu Kaioh. When discussing how another 
fighter was taken down by someone using explosives 
in a fight, someone asks Retsu whether he finds that 
distasteful. Retsu replies that he couldn't care less, estab¬ 
lishing his view that victory is the most important factor in 
a fight. The quote has become a minor meme. 

Page 40 

"My Feminine Power is 530,000" 

In Dragon Ball Z, when Freeza (also rendered as Frieza) 
attacks a village that hides a Dragon Ball, he self-reports 
his battle power as 530,000 before defeating the stron¬ 
gest challenger the village has to offer. 

Page 44 

"Time for pajama" 

This refers to a long-running segment on the children's 
television show With Mother (Okaasan to issho), with 
the sing-song name of "Pajama de Ojama" ("Time for 
Pajama Break"). The segment was intended to teach very 
young children how to get dressed on their own and 
showed children changing into pajamas to get ready for 
the next segment in the show. 

Page 52 

"A hat, a swimsuit, and" 

This is the title of a 2003 song byJPOP star aiko, which 
appeared on the B-side of her single "Chouchou Musubi" 
("Butterfly Knot"). The full title of this song is "A hat, 
a Swimsuit, and the Horizon" ("Boushi to Mizugi to 
Suiheisen"). 

Page 60 

"You're my sun-bathed city" 

This is a reference to a song by B'z released in 1990, 
titled "Taiyou no Komachi Angel" ("Sun-bathed City 
Angel"). 

Page 68 

"Romance makes you put it on, love 
makes you" 

This is an old but very well-remembered advertising 
slogan for the Isetan chain of department stores. The full 
slogan can be translated as "romance makes you put it 
on, love makes you take it off." This ties into the slogan's 
intention to sell high-fashion clothing. 

Page 73 

"Doubt Me? This Is War!" 

This is a paraphrased quote from the manga series 


share makes me" 

This is a lyric in the song "MELODY" featured in the 
dating sim Sister Princess. The premise of the game is 
for the player to take on the role of a brother to twelve 
sisters, who he must split his time between to provide 
"big brother" support such as walking a chosen sister to 
school in order to win her affection. The franchise began 
as a series of light novels before being adapted into 
several video games as well as anime series. 

Page 157 

"INITIAL" 

This refers to the manga and anime series Initial D, 
which deals with illegal street racing, primarily taking 
place in precarious mountain passes. 

Page 159 

"Winter of my third year of high school" 

In Japan, students graduate in late March or early April 
of their third year of high school. 


bystanders by an official group that has been practicing 
for weeks ahead of time. 

Page 111 

"Yoyoi-no-yoi" 

Yoshiko is doing an old-fashioned, upbeat nonsense 
chant that she can dance along to. 

Page 116 

"EZ Do" 

"EZ Do Dance" is the name of a 1993 single by the 
group TRF. 

Page 118 

"Let's sleep until 6" 

How could Yoshiko agree to this?! The radio exercises 
start at 6:30 AM! 

Page 132 

"Jaka jaka jan ☆ Jaka jaka jan ☆ Jaka 
jaka jaka jaka jan ken" 

This is the not-at-all annoying song that plays during a 
segment of FujiTV's children's program Ponkickies, in 
which a cartoon girl plays rock-paper-scissors ("jan ken 
pon") with the viewers. The song ends on the line "jan 
ken PON!" and, after the result is revealed, the girl tran¬ 
sitions back to the main show with "Pon pon Ponkickies!" 

Page 140 

"All too easy to hate" 

A 1977 rock single by Kenji Sawada is titled "A Good- 
for-nothing All too Easy to Hate" ("Nikumi-kirenai roku 
de nashi"). 

Page 144 

"I don't know what comes next!" 

Yoshiko is at a loss here because she's chosen to do the 
count in English, rather than using Japanese numbers. 
Perhaps she's used to the counts in pro wrestling com¬ 
mentary ending sooner? 

Page 145 

"Ruri-sama" 

Akkun typically does not use honorific (-san) or diminu¬ 
tive (-chan) suffixes when talking to Ruri. This is normal 
for family members (although someone more openly 
affectionate might call his little sister "Ruri-chan"). How¬ 
ever, here he has switched to saying "Ruri-sama." This is 
an over-the-top expression of respect, putting Ruri on an 
almost god-like plane above Akkun. 


Page 148 

"The love that lives on in the time that we 


Aho-Girl 

Yah6,g0rl\ Japanese, noun. 
A clueless girl. 


























"An emotional and 
artistic tour de force! We 
see incredible triumph, 
and crushing defeat... 
each panel [is] a thrill!" 
—Anitay 




Feckless high school student Tatara Fujita wants to be good at 
something—anything. Unfortunately, he's about as average as a slouchy 
teen can be. The local bullies know this, and make it a habit to hit him up 
for cash, but all that changes when the debonair Kaname Sengoku sends 
them packing. Sengoku's not the neighborhood watch, though. He's a 
professional ballroom dancer. And once Tatara Fujita gets 
pulled into the world of ballroom, his life will never be the 
same. 

© Tomo Takeuchi/Kodansha Ltd. All rights reserved. 














The award-winning manga about what 
happens inside you! 

“Far more entertaining than it ought to be... what 
kid doesn’t want to think that every time they 
sneeze a torpedo shoots out their nose?” 

-Anime News Network 


Strep throat! Hay fever! Influenza! 
The world is a dangerous place for 
a red blood cell just trying to get her 
deliveries finished. Fortunately, 
she’s not alone...she’s got a 
whole human body’s worth of 
cells ready to help out! The 
mysterious white blood 
cells, the buff and brash 
killer T cells, even the 
cute little platelets— 
everyone’s got to 
come together if 
they want to keep you 
healthy! 



© Akane Shimizu/Kodansha Ltd. All rights reserved. 


By Akane Shimizu 












•v 

A new 
series 
from the 
creator 
of Soul i 
Eater, the [ 
megahit \ 
manga and 
anime seen 
on Toonami! 


By Atsushi Ohku 


The city of Tokyo is plagued by a deadly phenomenon: spontaneous 
human combustion! Luckily, a special team isltnerel^ S^enc h f the 
inferno: The Fire Force! The fire soldiers at SpeciaTj^nSgathedral 8 
are about to get a unique addition. Enter Shinra, a boy whojSSsS^ses^ 
the power to run at the speed of a rocket, leaving behind the famous 
“devil’s footprints” (and destroying his shoes in the process). 
Can Shinra and his colleagues discover the source of this strange 
epidemic before the city burns to ashes? 

©Atsushi Ohkubo/Kodansha Ltd. All rights reserved. 


“Fun and lively... 
a great start!” 
-Adventures in 
Poor Taste 









(Museum Gfiosttkdy 

By Kazuhiro Fujita 

Deep in Scotland Yard in London sits an evidence room dedicated to die greatest 
mysteries of Bridsli history. In lliis “Black Museum” sits a misshapen hunk of 
lead—two bullets fused togedicr—die key to a wartime encounter between Florence 
Nightingale, die modier of modern nursing, and a supernatural Man in Grey. This 
story is unknown to most scholars of history, hut a special guest of die museum will 
tell die tale of The Ghost and the Lady... 

Praise for Kazuhiro Fujita’s Ushio and Tom 

“A charming revival that combines a classic look with modem depth and pacing... Essential viewing 
both for curmudgeons and new fans alike.” — Anime News Network 

“GREAT! The first episode of Ushio and Tora captures the essence of'90s anime.” — IGN 


© Kazuhiro Fujita/Kodansha Ltd. All rights reserved. 








Japan's most 
powerful spirit 
medium delves 
into the ghost 
world's greatest 
mysteries! 



Both touched by spirits called yokai, 
Kotoko and Kurd have gained unique 
superhuman powers. But to gain her 
powers Kotoko has given up an eye 
and a leg, and Kurd's personal 
life is in shambles. So 
when Kotoko suggests 
they team up to deal 
with renegades from 
the spirit world, Kurd 
doesn't have many other 
choices, but Kotoko might just 
have a few ulterior motives... 


m 


story by K YO SHIRODAIRA 
ART by CHASHIBA KATASE 


Story by Kyo 
Shirodaira, famed 
author of mystery 
fiction and creator of 
Spiral, Blast of Tempest, 
and The Record of a 
Fallen Vampire. 


© Kyo Shirodaira/Kodansha Ltd. All rights reserved. 
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By Shuzo Oshimi 

From the creator of The Flowers of Evil 

Nothing interesting is happening in Makoto Ozaki's first year of high 
school. His life is a series of quiet humiliations: low-grade bullies, unreliable 
friends, and the constant frustration of his adolescent lust. But one night, 
a pale, thin girl knocks him to the ground in an alley and offers him a 
choice. Now everything is different. Daylight is searingly bright. Food 
tastes awful. And worse than anything is the terrible, consuming thirst... 




Praise for Shuzo Oshimi's The Flowers of Evil 

"A shockingly readable story that vividly—one might even say queasily—evokes the fear 
and confusion of discovering one's own sexuality. Recommended." —The Manga Critic 

"A page-turning tale of sordid middle school blackmail." —Otaku USA Magazine 
"A stunning new horror manga." —Third Eye Comics 











'"Parasyte fans should get a hick out of the chance to revisit Iwaaki's weird, violent, 
gtrangely affecting universe. Recommended." -Dtaku U5A Magazine 

great anthology containing an excellent ..variety of genres and styles. 


■Manga 
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masEfliDnItriETEriticallLifacclaimEdfclassic honroriimandai 


The first new Parasyte manga in 
over ZD years! ; 
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A collection of chilling new Parasyte stories from Japan's top shojo artists! 


Parasites: shape-shifting aliens whose only purpose is tD assimilate with and consume 
the human race... but do these monsters have a different side? A parasite becomes a 
prince to save his romance-obsessed female host from a dangerous stalker. Another 
hosts a cooking show, in which the real monsters are revealed. These and 13 more 
stories, from some of the greatest shojo manga artists alive tDdag, 
together make up a chilling, funny, and entertaining tribute to Dne 
of manga's horror classics! 

© Hitoshi Iwaaki, Asumiko Nakamura, Ema Toyama, Miki Rinno, Lalako Kojima, Kaori Yuki, Banko 
Kuze, Yuuki Obata, Kashio, Yui Kuroe, Asia Watanabe, Mikimaki, Hikaru Suruga, Hajime Shinjo, 

Renjuro Kindaichi, Yuri Narushima/Kodansha Ltd. All rights reserved. 









© Hiroyuki Takei/Kodansha Ltd. All rights reserved. 



New action series from Hiroyuki Takei, creator of 
the classic shonen franchise Shaman King! 


In medieval Japan, a bell hanging on the collar is a sign that a cat 
has a master. Norachiyo's bell hangs from his katana sheath, but he is 
nonetheless a stray — a ronin. This one-eyed cat samurai travels across a 
dishonest world, cutting through pretense and deception with his blade. 






























































Having lost his wife, high school teacher Kohei Inuzuka is doing his best to raise his young 
daughter Tsumugi as a single father. He's pretty bad at cooking and doesn't have a huge 
appetite to begin with, but chance brings his little family together with one of his students, the 
lonely Kotori. The three of them are anything but comfortable in the kitchen, but the healing 
power of home cooking might just work on their grieving hearts. 

"This season's number-one feel-good anime!" —Anime News Network 

"A beautifully-drawn story about comfort food and family and grief. Recommended." -Otaku 
USA Magazine 
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u/d. All rights reserved. 






"I'm pleasantly 
surprised to find 
modern shojo using 
cross-dressing as a 
dramatic device to deliver 
social commentary... 
Recommended. 

Otaku USA 


A drunkard for a father, a household of poverty... For 17 year old Atsuko, 
misfortune is all she knows and believes in. Until one day a chance 
encounter with Itaru-the wealthy heir of a huge corporation-changes 
everything. The two look identical, uncannily so. When Itaru curiously 
goes missing, Atsuko is roped into being his stand in. There, in his shoes, 
Atsuko must parade like a prince in a palace. She encounters many new 
experiences, but at what cost...? 


Hico Yamanaka/Kodansha Ltd. All rights reserved. 
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